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Thinking About Getting Married? 
 

God's Perspective on Your Marriage Decision 
 
God, the creator of the universe, ordained the institution of 
marriage from the beginning of the world (Gen. 2:18, 2:24).  It 
is, therefore, a good and important relationship.  It is intended 
to provide a deep, life-long, God-honoring companionship for 
two committed people.  Next to coming to know Jesus as Lord 
and Savior, no other relationship is more intimate and 
wonderful.  It is to be a beautiful picture of the relationship 
between Christ and the church (Eph. 5:22-33).   
 
In light of the importance God places on marriage, the following 
kinds of questions call for serious consideration as you make 
this important life-decision: 
 

• What is my relationship to Jesus Christ? 
• What does God say in his Word about marriage? 
• Should I marry? 
• Whom should I marry? 
• How can I best prepare for marriage? 
• What are my responsibilities as a husband or wife? 
• How will I deal with marriage conflicts? 

 
Thankfully, the God who designed marriage has also provided 
us with answers to such questions. His provisions—his Word, his 
Spirit, and his Church—are more than sufficient to help us make 
wise and biblical premarital decisions.  
 
As pastors we have been given the privilege of helping couples 
make such decisions and officiating at their wedding ceremony. 
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It is a joyous opportunity for us to serve others in this way and 
to help them build solid Christian homes.  
 
As servants of Christ, we joyfully submit to the truth of God’s 
Word in determining our participation in weddings. Therefore, 
we may only perform weddings that we conscientiously believe 
carry God's approval and blessing. Since neither the Bible, nor 
our church, nor the government requires us to perform a 
wedding ceremony, we reserve the right to decline participation 
in any particular case.  Below is our basic policy on performing 
weddings.  If you are considering marriage (engaged or not), 
one of us would love to meet with you to discuss marriage-
related issues.  In fact, we strongly encourage you to seek pre-
engagement counseling from one of us even before you 
become engaged. 

 
 

Policy on Performing Wedding Ceremonies 
The following guidelines reflect our personal policy on 

performing weddings. 
 

1.  If you would like pastoral help with any of the above 
marriage-related issues or if you are interested in having one of 
us officiate in your ceremony, please contact us as early as 
possible—as soon as you and your fiancé decide that you wish 
to marry. In light of the need for premarital training (see 6 
below) and careful preparation for your wedding, we suggest 
you contact us as soon as possible. We also suggest that you not 
set a wedding date before we meet. We are also available for 
“pre-engagement” counseling for you alone or for you and your 
potential fiancé.  
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2.  Based on our understanding of God's Word and the laws of 
the state, we will only perform weddings between a man and a 
woman who are mature, willing, currently unmarried, and who 
satisfy all civil requirements (Romans 13:1-7). 

 
3.  For those who are not members or pursuing membership at 
Grace Church, we encourage you to contact your own pastor 
about his and your church's practices about performing 
wedding ceremonies and about biblical premarital training. In 
some cases, we have worked with other pastors to provide the 
training and to assist in the ceremonies.  

 
4.  Both partners must give credible profession of saving faith in 
Jesus Christ. We will not knowingly marry a believer to an 
unbeliever, since this violates God's Word (2 Corinthians 6:14-
18; 1 Corinthians 7:39). Also, since our pastoral priority is to 
help believers establish Christian homes, we will decline 
requests to marry two unbelievers, although such a marriage is 
legitimate before the Lord.   

 
5.  If you or your fiancé have been previously married, we will 
discuss your particular situation, privately and confidentially, in 
light of God's Word and your particular circumstances. We do 
not think that a previous marriage that has ended in divorce 
automatically disqualifies a person for remarriage (See Grace 
Church’s “Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage” position paper).    

 
6.  We normally require both partners to successfully complete 
a premarital training program before agreeing to perform the 
ceremony. This involves approximately eight sessions of 
instruction and discussion before the wedding and one follow-
up session a few weeks afterward.  These sessions will include 
practical growth assignments to help you and your partner 
prepare for marriage.  We will discuss issues such as God's 
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purposes for marriage, communication, handling conflicts, 
finances, sex, parenting, in-laws, husband-wife roles, planning 
the ceremony, and other issues of concern to you.   

 
7.  The use of our church facilities is a separate issue from our 
involvement in officiating. Contact our church office for more 
information. We can also discuss this at our first meeting.  
 
For more information, contact one of us. As servants of Christ, 
we look forward to serving you in a loving and faithful way in 
this important stage in your life.  
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